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digestion experiments, in which artificial digestion is resorted to 
in order to determine the value of feeding-stuffs. 

The whole report is one of which the board of control may- 
well feel proud, and we trust that the director and his corps of 
able assistants may be enabled to continue with increased facili- 
ties the lines of investigation so excellently begun. — Charles B. 
Bessey. 

Schmidt's Mammalia in their Relation to Primeval Times. 1 
— Although Dr. Schmidt, who has died since the publication of 
this book, was not a special student of the mammals, he was the 
author of a useful work on comparative anatomy, and well fitted 
by his general studies for preparing the present interesting sketch. 
The book is mainly of interest to the American student for its 
discussion of the fossil mammals of the old world. It is very 
much behind the times as regards our knowledge of American 
extinct mammals, as much light has within two or three years 
past been thrown on the subject by the publications of Cope and 
of Marsh, particularly the recent generalizations of the former 
author, which appeared in this journal during 1884 and '85. The 
extract from Schmidt's book, which appeared in our department 
of geology and palaeontology, shows his mode of treatment of 
the subject. Equally interesting is his account of the evolution 
of the pigs, the deer, and especially the oxen. The discussion as 
to the ancestry of the whales is an interesting one, Schmidt 
favoring Flower's view that they are an offshoot from the ungu- 
late mammals. 

As to the origin of the monkeys and apes, Schmidt suggests 
that the American group may have descended from the Insectiv- 
ora, and the old world forms, with the apes, from the Pachyder- 
mata, certainly a novel view. As to the origin of man from such 
a source, he thinks we are justified in postponing any such dis- 
cussion, " as the study of anthropology can in no way boast of 
having made any definite progress during the last ten years." 

Geikie's Class-book of Geology. 2 — This is an excellent piece 
of work, both literary and scientific. In very readable form, with 
most excellent illustrations, paper and press-work ; it is a pleas- 
ure to turn over the pages. Everything has been done to make 
the book and subject attractive to the beginner. We have looked 
with most care over the early part of the volume, for in physical 
geology the author is at his best. His treatment of rocks and 
minerals is excellent, better than anything we know of published 
in this country ; it is so clear simple and attractive. The wood- 
cuts being also unusually well drawn and engraved. 

We are a little disappointed with the fourth part on historical 

1 D. Appleton & Co., New York. $1.50. 

2 Class-book of Geology. By Archibald Geikie, LL.D., F.R.S. London, Mac- 
snillan & Co., 1886. i2mo, pp. 516. 



